
JULY-AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2017  “Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2 

“Bearing Their Burden” 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

 

Fall Women’s Retreat 

September 15-17, 2017 

The Chieftain in Carrington, ND 

 
 

Women of all ages are invited, yes, even encouraged, to attend the 
annual Lutheran Women’s Missionary League retreat in the central 
North Dakota city of Carrington. This year’s theme is “Bearing Their 
Burden” and the topic under discussion is same-sex attraction and the 
hot button issues that accompany it such as same-sex marriage. Other 
areas of discussion will include other burdens of sexual sin such as 
pornography and its impact on marriage. Our leader will be Rev. Tom 

Eckstein of Concordia Lutheran Church in Jamestown. There will also be other activities 
along with the Bible study and topic discussions. Friday evening will feature a meet and 
greet with activities, Mercy Meals will be packed as a servant event, and a Saturday evening 
banquet will be held, followed by a “No Talent” Talent show. The weekend concludes with a 
worship service on Sunday morning. Plan now to join your sisters in Christ the weekend of 
September 15 – 17, 2017. If it is a challenge to attend for the full weekend you are welcome 
to join us for just one day on Saturday. Your LWML president will gladly share registration 
material with you, or you can find it on the website at 
www.ndlwml.org, and even in this issue of the Messenger. 
Please encourage all women of your congregation to attend.  
Make your reservations today! 
 
        (See pages 3-5 for more information) 

http://www.ndlwml.org


   “WHO DO 
YOU TRUST?” 

“Trust in the 
Lord with all 
your heart, and 
do not lean on 
your own under-
standing. In all 
your ways 
acknowledge 

him, and he will make your paths 
straight.”      Proverbs 3:5-6 

I have been thinking a lot lately about 
trust.  One of the definitions of trust in 
the dictionary is this:  “assured reli-
ance on the character, ability, 
strength or truth of someone or some-
thing”.  Who do we trust in our world 
today?  The President, the govern-
ment, our family members, friends, 
the church or God?  Who should we 
trust or who can we trust? 

One of the devotions that I regularly 
read in the morning are the ones 
posted by Lutheran Church Charities.  
About a month and a half ago the 
devotion that morning was on trust 
and used the Proverbs verse above 
as their theme. It struck me and got 
me thinking about trust.  Who DO you 
trust in your life?  There was an exer-
cise that I remembered that had two 

people standing one in front of the oth-
er both facing the same way.  The per-
son in front was supposed to let him-
self fall backwards into the waiting 
arms of the person behind them, trust-
ing that that person would and could 
catch them. 

Do we trust God to catch us?  All the 
time, every time?  We might think we 
do but what about when we go through 
difficulties – an illness, a death of a 
loved one especially one who seems 
to us to be too young to die, the loss of 
an job, a divorce.   Do we still trust that 
God knows best?   

Trust in the Lord:  not in ourselves and 
our abilities but in the One who is faith-
ful and trustworthy.  With all your 
heart:  Your whole heart must be in 
this; there is no room for doubt.  Lean 
not on your own understanding:  Boy, 
am I glad I do not have to figure out life 
on my own.  There are so many things 
in life that do not make sense.  But, 
they make sense to God and He is 
there with his wisdom and understand-
ing.  Go to Him!  In all your ways 
acknowledge Him:  Some translations 
say “submit to Him”.  Do we do that?  
Do we let go of everything – our 
thoughts, time, talents, family, money 
– and give it to Him?  And He will 
make your paths straight:  God is the 

One who directs our path.  He can 
lead us, guide us, protect us, and pro-
vide what we need.  Do we believe 
that?  Do we trust Him to do that? 

One of my favorite Bible stories is Pe-
ter walking on the water.  Jesus calls 
to Peter to come to Him on the water.  
At first Peter does fine but then he lets 
the distractions of the wind and waves 
take his focus from Jesus.  He starts to 
sink but when he calls to Jesus for 
help, Jesus is there for him.  I know I 
let a lot of things distract me from Je-
sus and His love for me.  But as I am 
starting to sink and my trust weakens, 
Jesus is there for me in His Word and 
as I talk with Him in prayer. Isaiah 26:4 
says:  Trust in the Lord forever, for the 
Lord is an everlasting rock”.   

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Trust-
ing only Thee;  Trusting Thee for full 
salvation, Great and free. 

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Never 
let me fall.  I am trusting Thee forever 
And for all. 

                                                               
LSB #729 vs. 1,6 

 

President Valerie 
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ATTENTION 

TREASURERS: 

MITES 
should be sent to:   

LWML ND Financial Sec. 

Audrey O’Brien                                     

PO Box 3                                            

Oakes, ND  58474 

LWML ND DISTRICT PRAYER CHAIN 
President Valerie sent out these prayer requests she received 
via email, for Feb-June 2017: 
† Prayers for Sue Corwin’s daughter Sheila, suffering from a 
blood clot in her leg. 
† Prayers for the family of Evelyn Allensworth who went to be 
with her Lord on 2-24-17. 
† Prayers for Past LWML President Virginia Von Seggern  
    as the death of her husband, Burnell. 
† Prayers for Paulette Huber at the death of her father. 
† Prayers for the family of Bill Sharpe who received his  
      crown of glory. 
† Continued prayers for Marlene Brandenburg suffering from 
cancer. 
 
If you would like to be on the 
District prayer chain email list, email President Valerie at 
president@ndlwml.org and ask her to add your email to the 
list. 



The Messenger  Page 3 July-Aug-Sept 2017 



The Messenger  Page 4 July-Aug-Sept 2017 



The Messenger  Page 5 July-Aug-Sept 2017 



The Messenger  Page 6 July-Aug-Sept 2017 



The Messenger  July-Aug-Sept 2017 Page 7 

President  
Valerie Biberdorf  701-652-2008 
25 Main St, Carrington, ND 58421 
pres@ndlwml.org 
 
VP Mission Grants 
Bonnie Krenz  701-769-2173 
9920 Main St, Binford, ND 58416 
missiongrants@ndlwml.org 
 
VP Christian Life 
Mary Harvala  701-785-2103 
PO Box 462, McHenry, ND 58464 
christianlife@ndlwml.org 
 
VP Human Care 
Sue Hartley 
2502 Nash Lane, Unit #3 
Mandan, ND  58554 
humancare@ndlwml.org 
 
VP Servant Resources 
Laurie Ann Totenhagen  
701-678-2057 
8028—123rd Ave SE 
Stirum, ND  58069 
servantresources@ndlwml.org 
 
VP Communication 
Ruth Walsh  701-205-5025 
1733—4th St N, Fargo, ND 58102 
communication@ndlwml.org 
 
Recording Secretary 
Renee Johnson  701-263-1270 
430—12th St NW, Minot, ND 58703 
recsecretary@ndlwml.org 
 
 
 

Financial Secretary 
Audrey O’Brien 701-742-2305 
PO Box 3, 
Oakes, ND 58474 
financialsecretary@ndlwml.org 
 
Treasurer 
Sue Corwin  701-252-5635 
1811 –6th Ave SE #12 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
treasurer@ndlwml.org 
 
Sr. Counselor 
Rev. Adam Moline 
701-242-7189 
PO Box 440 
Hankinson, ND 58041 
srcounselor@ndlwml.org 
 
Jr. Counselor 
Rev. Jacob Swenson 
701-436-4031 
PO Box 99, Hillsboro, ND 58045 
jrcounselor@ndlwml.org 
 
Bylaws Committee Chairman 
Connie Smallarz  701-793-9219 
1833—15th St S 
Fargo, ND 58103 
bylaws@ndlwml.org 
 
Historian 
Nikki Rahlf  701-769-2306 
271 Grove St, Sutton, ND 58484 
historian@ndlwml.org 
 
Parliamentarian 
Bonnie Krenz  701-769-2173 
9920 Main St, Binford, ND 58416 
parliamentarian@ndlwml.org 

Nominating Comm. Chairman 
Bonnie Kittelson  701-541-1257 
1216—8th St N 
Fargo, ND 58102 
nominating@ndlwml.org 
 
Gifts & Bequests Chairman 
Avonne Gessner  701-228-5102 
504 Jay St 
Bottineau, ND 58318 
gifts@ndlwml.org 
 
LWML Store 
Karen Lougheed  701-234-0803 
2117 –11th St S, Fargo, ND 58103 
store@ndlwml.org 
 
News Editor/PR 
Darci Wolff  605-358-8671 
37129 –101st St 
Forbes, ND 58439 
editor@ndlwml.org 
 
Webmaster 
Marie Johnson  701-748-2025 
922 Elbowoods Dr. 
Hazen, ND 58545 
webmastermarie@gmail.com 
 
Meeting Coordinator 
Valerie Biberdorf  
701-652-2008 
25 Main St, Carrington, ND 58421 
meetingcoordinator@ndlwml.org 
 
Convention Manager 
Sue Corwin  701-252-5635 
1811—6th Ave SE #12 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
conventionmanager@ndlwml.org 

Central Zone President 
Sara Eclipse  605-329-2214 
38796—107th St 
Frederick, SD 57441 
centralzone@ndlwml.org 
 
Eastern Zone President 
Janet Baker  218-233-8877 
3603—29 Ave S 
Moorhead, MN  56560 
easternzone@ndlwml.org 
 
NE Zone President 
Elonda Nord  701-662-4743 
109—18th St NE, 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
nezone@ndlwml.org 
 
NW Zone President 
Laurie Rubbert  701-272-6215 
587—86th St SE 
Upham, ND  58789 
nwzone@ndlwml.org 
 
SE Zone President 
Mary Lueck  701-538-7408 
PO Box 411 
Lidgerwood, ND 58053 
sezone@ndlwml.org 
 
SW Zone President 
Pam Thompson  701-426-4877 
928 Arthur Dr., Bismarck, ND 58501 
swzone@ndlwml.org 

Mission Grant VP ~ BONNIE KRENZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you know of an organization who could benefit from the prayers and mites of the North Dakota 
LWML?  
 
There is not much time left to apply, and the LWML ND District Mission Grants Committee is eagerly 
awaiting your grant application for the next biennium. Applications are due by Sept. 30, 2017 and 
available at www.ndlwml.org. 
  
We are looking for recipients who are Lutheran Church Missouri Synod en-
tities or who have Recognized Service Organization Status with the LCMS.  
 
Our bylaws state: Ministries seeking funding should (1) be mission in em-
phasis, extending the ministry of the Word; (2) fit into the plans and projec-
tions of the LCMS; (3) be current and ready for implementation; (4) be on-
going in nature, continuing after the grant money has been expended. For 
more information contact Bonnie Krenz, Vice President of Mission Grants at 
missiongrants@ndlwml.org 

Applicants needed for LWML ND District 
2018-2020 Mission Grants.  

http://www.ndlwml.org


The Messenger is the official publica-

tion of the LWML ND District.  Editor: 

Darci Wolff, 37129—101st St, 

Forbes, ND 58439. 605-358-8671 (h); 

701-535-0420 (c). editor@ndlwml.org 

Fall Women’s Retreat @ Carrington ~ September 15-17, 2017 

 

Deadline for 2018-2020 Mission Grant Applications ~  
             September 30, 2017 (see article on page 7) 
 

LWML North Dakota District Convention @ Holiday Inn 
                                          in Minot ~ June 22-24, 2018 

MISSION GRANT 
AMOUNT 

BUDGETED 
AMOUNT 

PAID 
BALANCE 

ND District Full-Time Church Worker Scholarships $35,000.00 $14,000.00 $21,000.00 

Orphan Grain Train—ND Branch $7,500.00 $7,500.00 -0- 

Wahpeton LCMS U $1,500.00 $1,500.00 -0- 

Christ the Way Radio Ministry $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 

Providing Spiritual & Emotional Care for Pastors $8,000.00 -0- $8,000.00 

Concordia Fort Wayne Food Coop $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya $4,320.00 -0- $4,320.00 

Grace Lutheran School Scholarship Fund $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch (partial funding) $4,680.00 -0- $4,680.00 

TOTALS $76,000.00 $25,500.00 $50,500.00 

LWML ND District Mission Grants 2016-2018 Biennium 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League North Dakota District is to equip and 

encourage all women to share the compassion and hope of Jesus Christ. 

We’re on the Web!
ndlwml.org 

The LWML North Dakota District is now on Face-

book!  Click the “Like” button at the top of the page 

to become a fan, stay current on news and upcom-

ing events, and share Christian fellowship right 

from your desk.  (www.facebook.com/ND.LWML) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Facebook.svg

