
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2017  “Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2 

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU! 

 
   GOOD NEWS! While summer is almost over, LWML Fall Rallies are coming up soon! 
   Looking ahead long range, be sure to add to your calendar, plans to joyfully meet together at 
our 2018 LWML State Convention scheduled for Minot at the Holiday Inn next summer on June 
22-24, 2018! Most of all, do prayerfully consider God’s call to serve in one of the offices of the 
LWML ND District. 
   Giving credit to Nominating Committee member Betty Marshner’s great sense of humor, she 
said it well…”We all have sweaty palms and knocking knees when we are asked to serve in an 
office that seems like it is far outside our comfort zone!” So true, but we are empowered by 

God’s might—HE will make us strong to work in His needs! 
   Use your Fall Rally as a starting point. In your opening devotion, ask God’s help to consider His call to serve in one of 
the offices of the LWML ND District . His work is done through you with the talents and abilities He gives each of us. 
   Please pray about the offices listed here that need a willing worker, and, if you must seriously say it is not God’s will 
now, then think of someone else whose talents might be just what is needed! En-
courage and pray with your sisters in Christ that their concerns be answered and 
doubts replaced with trust! 
   Would you please consider submitting your name for one of these positions? 
 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY (was being served by Myrna Baneck who has now moved to St. Louis as Pastor Baneck 

took a call to serve there; vacancy appointment to serve her remaining term is Audrey O’Brien, Oakes, ND) 
 RECORDING SECRETARY (presently served by Renee Johnson, Minot, ND) 
 VP OF CHRISTING LIFE (served by Mary Harvala, McHenry, ND) 
 VP OF SERVANT RESOURCES (presently served by Laurie Ann Totenhagen, Stirum, ND) 
 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1 is needed from each of the 6 Zones) 
 (Candidates for the Nominating Committee should be ELECTED from each zone. 
 Zone presidents are reminded to include this as an item of business at their Fall 
 Zone Rally. It is the responsibility of the Zones to recruit a candidate, NOT the 
 Nominating Committee.) 
 
If you have any questions or have names to submit, please contact any members of the 
Nominating Committee. May God bless our efforts together with His guidance! 
 
Your Nominating Committee: 
Bonnie Kittelson, Chairman, Fargo, Eastern Zone (bonnbb@hotmail.com) 
Colleen Daby, Cavalier, NE Zone (gcdaby@polarcomm.com) 
Mary Ann Anderson, Mandan, SW Zone (jcanderson44@yahoo.com) 
Carol Kosel, Ellendale, Central Zone (cjkosel@drtel.net) 
Mary Lueck, Lidgerwood, SE Zone (selzgal1951@gmail.com) 
Betty Marshner, Voltaire, NW Zone (bdaacrs@yahoo.com) 



   “JESUS CHRIST 
ABOVE ALL” 

“As I am writing 
this article it is the 
latter part of Au-
gust.  I have had a 
tremendously busy 
summer.  I went on 
a cruise with my 

husband.  I spent time with my family 
on the West Coast.  I spent time with 
both our sons.  I am extremely 
blessed! 

I was also blessed, however, to at-
tend the LWML National Convention 
in Albuquerque as your president.  
Under the theme “Jesus Christ Above 
All”, it was an honor to represent 
North Dakota and carry our banner in 
the opening procession on Friday 
morning.  Our banner was designed 
and crafted by Carol Kosel from El-
lendale.  Walking beside me were our 
amazing three Young Women Repre-
sentatives:  Ali Arndt from Fargo, Miki 
Peterson from Ellendale, and Kim 
Kuhlman from Bismarck.  Let me as-
sure you – they represented North 
Dakota very well!  They will be giving 
a report of their experiences at the 
National convention at our LWML ND 
District convention in Minot next June. 

I was also blessed to attend with 
good friends as our delegates.  They 
also represented you very well.  Be 

sure to contact the delegate from your 
zone and ask them to give you a report 
– either in your unit or perhaps at your 
fall rally. 

The convention was truly a mountain 
top experience:  the Bible studies, 
singing, connecting with friends and 
making new ones, plus praising God 
with thousands of fellow LWML sisters 
and brothers and, at this convention, 
celebrating 75 years of God’s bless-
ings to LWML.  But it is a mountain top 
experience that sadly does not last.  
We all come back to our responsibili-
ties of our life.  But ours is a life that is 
made special by what God’s Son, Je-
sus, did for us on the cross.  When He 
rose from the dead, He made our life 
far from mundane and futile.  We are 
His!  We are His sons and daughters.  
Nothing is boring or futile for us any-
more. 

But we do need those mountain top 
experiences.  We are human and our 
human nature always tends to bring us 
down because of our sin.  But our 
God, through His Word and Sacra-
ments, brings us up again.  We are 
able to live our life serving Him even 
when things seem insurmountable.  
Nothing is insurmountable for Him.  
But we need to stay connected to Him.  
How do we do this?  We can do this by 
being in His Word, praying, praising 
Him and attending LWML conventions 
both National and District.  Yes, those 

convention gatherings are important 
also.  Fall rallies are coming up in Oc-
tober.  It is also a way to connect with 
LWML sisters in your zone.   Rallies 
are a great opportunity to participate in 
Bible studies, fellowship and yes, a bit 
of business.  I pray that you take or 
have taken the opportunity to attend a 
rally in your zone or another zone. 

I am going to take this opportunity to 
give you a “save the date”.  Our LWML 
North Dakota district convention will 
take place this coming June 22-24, 
2018 in Minot at the Holiday Inn.  The 
theme is “Lift High the Name of Jesus” 
based on Philippians 2:9-10.    Each 
unit can send two delegates to the 
convention.  Take advantage of this 
time to join together with sisters and 
brothers in LWML North Dakota.   
There will be much more information 
available in the Jan-Mar Messenger. 

Praise be to our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ Who is truly above all! 

Crown Him with many crowns, The 
Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him Who 
died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity.                                                                                                        
  LSB #525, vs.1 

President Valerie 
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ATTENTION 

TREASURERS: 

MITES 
should be sent to:   

LWML ND Financial Sec. 

Audrey O’Brien                                     
PO Box 3 

Oakes, ND  58474 

LWML ND DISTRICT PRAYER CHAIN 
President Valerie sent out these prayer requests she re-
ceived via email, for Aug-Sept 2017: 
† Prayers for the family of Past ND LWML President 
   Marlene Brandenburg who went home to her Lord. 
† Prayers for all those affected by the hurricanes and  
   flooding in the south. 
† Prayers Allison, daughter of Paulette Huber, dealing with  
   health issues. 
† Prayers for all those affected by the fires in California. 
   Prayers that the wind will stop and for protection for the 
   firefighters. 
 
If you would like to be on the 
District prayer chain email list, email President Valerie at 
president@ndlwml.org and ask her to add your email to 
the list. 
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Eastern Zone holds Spring Event 
               submitted by Maggie Stende 
On April 22, 2017, the LWML ND Eastern Zone gathered for “Love Stitches,” the Spring 
Event, held at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Fargo. A Bible study, entitled, “Love 
Stitches: Why and How God Covers Us,” was presented by Pastor Chris Waldvogel, East-
ern Zone Counselor. The Spring Event project was tying fleece blankets for the Linus Pro-
ject. The coordinator of the Linus Project, Norene B. presented information about the 
organization, which gives blankets to provide love, a sense of security, warmth and com-
fort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of 

new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.” Prior to the event, the LWML unit from Beauti-
ful Savior had purchased enough fleece for forty-seven blankets, 
“prepped” the fleece by stitching four inches from the edges to 
hold the two pieces of fleece together, pre-cut one inch strips 
around the edges, and made a small slit in each strip. During the 
event, the group divided into two, one to “tie” the blankets, and 
one to cut more strips/slits. In all, the group tied all the blankets 
and donated forty-three to Linus Project, two to the Sharp grand-
children, and 2 to the Smelser grandchildren.  
All the Eastern Zone units contributed toward the cost of the 

fleece. In addition, the Ingathering was cash donations to help to 

cover the costs, with a surplus of $68.24 donated to Linus Project.  

All this activity was concluded with a tasty lunch provided by the 

hosting unit.  

Mites were collected and totaled $218.66.  

 

 

 The LWML ND District 2016-18 Mite Goal is $76,000.  Currently, we 

have paid $39,000 in Mission Grants.  This leaves us somewhat behind. 

Does your unit have extra monies that could be contributed to the current 

Mite Goal?  Would you consider giving extra to help fulfill outstanding our 

Mission Grant Projects? 

Please consider giving today!  Send Mites to LWML ND Financial Secre-

tary, Audrey O’Brien, PO Box 3, Oakes, ND  58474. 
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LWML Convention Report 
    submitted by Donna Kroeplin 

   My name is Donna Kroeplin and I am from Devils Lake.  I was 
blessed to be a First Timer to the National Convention in Albuquer-
que as a delegate from the NE Zone of North Dakota! 
   I was pleasantly surprised to see a LWML welcoming committee at 
the Albuquerque Airport with a bottle of water for each of us and 
information on how to get to our hotel, so very helpful. Thank you 
ladies.  
   The first day I was kept very busy participating in Servant Activity, 
Choir Rehearsal, Delegate Orientation, District Caucuses and District 
photos and Convention Opening and First Meeting in the evening.  
Each day was wonderful with Bible Studies, Mites, Prayers, Speakers, 
Voting, Entertainment, and then a Parade of beautiful Mission flags 
and Church Service on Sunday with Holy Communion to mention 
some highlights from the Convention for me.  
   The National Convention was an awesome experience with "Jesus 
Christ above all"  Philippians 2:9 as the theme of the Convention!  
It was joyous with lots of songs lead by our music director and so 
much fun to see LWML friends there and to make new friends! 

ND Delegation to National Convention 

President Valerie Biberdorf with ND 

Young Women Representatives 
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CENTRAL ZONE ~ October 14; Concordia, Jamestown 

EASTERN ZONE ~ October 28; Immanuel, Fargo 

NE ZONE ~ October 28; Zion English, Grafton 

NW ZONE ~ October 7; St. Mark’s Minot 

SE ZONE ~ October 7; Redeemer, Lisbon 

SW ZONE ~ October 21; Holy Cross, Bismarck 
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Webmaster 
Marie Johnson  701-748-2025 
922 Elbowoods Dr. 
Hazen, ND 58545 
webmastermarie@gmail.com 
 
Meeting Coordinator 
Valerie Biberdorf  
701-652-2008 
25 Main St, Carrington, ND 58421 
meetingcoordinator@ndlwml.org 
 
Convention Manager 
Sue Corwin  701-252-5635 
1811—6th Ave SE #12 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
conventionmanager@ndlwml.org 

Central Zone President 
Sara Eclipse  605-329-2214 
38796—107th St 
Frederick, SD 57441 
centralzone@ndlwml.org 
 
Eastern Zone President 
Janet Baker  218-233-8877 
3603—29 Ave S 
Moorhead, MN  56560 
easternzone@ndlwml.org 
 
NE Zone President 
Elonda Nord  701-662-4743 
109—18th St NE, 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
nezone@ndlwml.org 
 
NW Zone President 
Laurie Rubbert  701-272-6215 
587—86th St SE 
Upham, ND  58789 
nwzone@ndlwml.org 
 
SE Zone President 
Joan Beyer  701-642-3082 
426—1st St N 
Wahpeton, ND 58075 
sezone@ndlwml.org 
 
SW Zone President 
Pam Thompson  701-426-4877 
928 Arthur Dr., Bismarck, ND 58501 
swzone@ndlwml.org 

Mission Grant VP ~ BONNIE KRENZ 

 
Thank you to all who took time to submit mission grant requests.  The Mission 

Grant Committee will meet in October with President Biberdorf to review the re-

quests and prepare them for District Board approval at their November Board 

Meeting.  Then they will be placed on the ballot at the District Convention for each 

unit to vote on.   The Lord has blessed this process and provided numerous pro-

ject requests.  Some are for projects funded in the past and some are for projects 

that we have not been presented with in the past.  

As I look at the calendar, the district convention is only 10 months away.   As of 
September 15 we have sent some of our blessed mites to the ND District Scholarship fund with other mites 
being use to make full payment to the Orphan Grain Train project, to the Wahpeton LCMS U project, to the 
Christ the Way project, and partial payment to the Providing Emotional & Spiritual Care to Pastors.  Projects 
that have received no funding are Financial Assistance for the Concordia Seminary Fort Wayne Food and 
Clothing Coop, Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya, Grace Lutheran School Scholarship Fund, and Dakota 
Boys and Girls Ranch.  Please remember these projects in your prayers and ask God to bless our mites as 
each is precious in his sight. 
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The Messenger is the official publica-

tion of the LWML ND District.  Editor: 

Darci Wolff, 37129—101st St, 

Forbes, ND 58439. 605-358-8671 (h); 

701-535-0420 (c). editor@ndlwml.org 

ND District BOD Meeting @ Carrington ~ November 4, 2017 

 

LWML North Dakota District Convention @ Holiday Inn 
                                          in Minot ~ June 22-24, 2018 

MISSION GRANT 
AMOUNT 

BUDGETED 
AMOUNT 

PAID 
BALANCE 

ND District Full-Time Church Worker Scholarships $35,000.00 $21,000.00 $14,000.00 

Orphan Grain Train—ND Branch $7,500.00 $7,500.00 -0- 

Wahpeton LCMS U $1,500.00 $1,500.00 -0- 

Christ the Way Radio Ministry $5,000.00 $5,000.00 -0- 

Providing Spiritual & Emotional Care for Pastors $8,000.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

Concordia Fort Wayne Food Coop $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya $4,320.00 -0- $4,320.00 

Grace Lutheran School Scholarship Fund $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch (partial funding) $4,680.00 -0- $4,680.00 

TOTALS $76,000.00 $39,000.00 $37,000.00 

LWML ND District Mission Grants 2016-2018 Biennium 

We’re on the Web!
ndlwml.org 

The LWML North Dakota District is now on Face-

book!  Click the “Like” button at the top of the page 

to become a fan, stay current on news and upcom-

ing events, and share Christian fellowship right 

from your desk.  (www.facebook.com/ND.LWML) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Facebook.svg

