
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2018               “Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2 

LWML 38th Biennial Convention 

Mobile, AL 

June 20-23, 2019 
 

The 38
th
 Biennial Convention of the LWML will be held in Mobile, Alabama on Thursday, 

June 20 through Sunday, June 23, 2019.  The 
theme is “In Praise to the Lord” based on 1 
Chronicles 16:23-24a which reads: Sing to the 
Lord, all the earth!  Tell of his salvation from 
day to day.  Declare his glory among the na-
tions.   

The LWML North Dakota district will be send-

ing 6 delegates, 2 young woman representa-

tives, the junior pastoral counselor and the dis-

trict president.  Have you ever been to Ala-

bama?  This would be a great time to go!  You 

can take in the sights and attend a national 

convention – an experience you will not soon 

forget.  There are usually around 4000 at-

tendees at national conventions.  Worshiping 

with fellow Lutherans in this setting is a truly uplifting time. More information is on the LWML 

website:  lwml.org. The winter Quarterly will have registration and hotel information and 

more.    

 

Save the date!  June 20-23, 2019!  

Mobile, Alabama!  LWML convention!  Be there!  



   “The Falling 
Leaves…” 

“The falling leaves 
drift by my win-
dow…” 

Yes, the leaves are 
beginning to fall.  As 
we begin to experi-
ence cooler days 
and nights, the 

leaves will quickly start their color 
change and will then fall.  As I have 
mentioned before, I do love the sea-
son of autumn. Some people look at it 
as the precursor of winter, which it is.  
But the changing seasons remind us 
that our God ordered the seasons 
when He created our world.  This is 
how He wants it to be.  We might like 
to have summer year round, but not a 
year long winter.  So, everything is in 
order and at the right time. 

This time of the year is usually when 
things start happening again.  School 
begins, Bible classes at church re-
sume after the summertime hiatus, 
Sunday School and Confirmation start 
up.  Our calendars begin to fill up fast.  

Our LWML District Retreat has already 
happened last month.  (I hope that you 
were able to attend the retreat in Car-
rington).  October is the month most of 
our zones hold their fall rallies. And, of 
course, before we know it the holidays 
are coming at us.  The free time of 
summer becomes the ordered days of 
fall. 

For our God also, things happen in a 
timely and ordered manner.  Paul 
writes in Galatians 4:  “But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.”  God cer-
tainly deserves our utmost praise for 
choosing just the right time to send 
Jesus to us.  God also gives us the gift 
of time. I pray that you are using your 
time the best way you can.  Also that 
God is the top priority in using your 
time.  Take as many opportunities as 
you can to give God the glory He de-
serves – worship, Bible studies, per-
sonal devotions etc.  LWML provides 
many opportunities for worship and 
Bible study.   

Here are a couple of dates to remem-
ber:  LWML Convention will be held in 
Mobile Alabama on June 20-23, 2019. 
The theme is “In Praise to the Lord” 
from 1 Chronicles16:23-24a.  There is 
nothing like a national LWML conven-
tion to uplift and strengthen your faith in 
our God.   

The LWML ND District convention will 
take place in Fargo in June of 2020.  
Dates and place have not been finalized 
yet but will be soon.  Look for more in-
formation in future Messengers.  The 
theme will be “Great Is the Lord” from 
Psalm 145:1-3. 

God’s continued blessings in this beau-
tiful season of autumn! 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God. 
  LSB 527, vs. 1 

President Valerie 
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LWML ND DISTRICT PRAYER CHAIN 
 

President Valerie sent out these prayer requests she received via email, for August 2018—September 2018: 
 
† Continued prayers for the doctors to find the right treatment for Allison, daughter of Paulette Huber, suffering from 
   depression and anxiety. 
† Prayers for President Valerie Biberdorf and her family as her father, Richard Hyde, was called home to heaven. 
† Prayers for Aron Klemz, son of Ruth Klemz, looking for a new job. 
† Prayers for Dorothy Kaler, mother of Beth (Fortier) Heller, hospitalized with kidney failure. 
† Prayers for Pastor Dave Suelzle, his wife, the medical team and Grace Lutheran in Fargo during his absence as he  
   undergoes a spinal surgery in in Rochester, MN.  
† Prayers Jonathan Krenz, son of Bonnie Krenz, and his family as the 
   hurricane approaches. He is in the navy with all ships ordered to sea, 
   leaving his wife home alone with their 2 young children at Virginia Beach,  
   which is thankfully not in the direct path of the hurricane. Please pray for  
   all those who will face this disaster. 
 
If you would like to be on the District prayer chain email list, email President     
Valerie at president@ndlwml.org and ask her to add your email to the list. 
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From Your Financial Secretary,                                                                       
. 
 

Did you know you have new giving options available to assist in promoting MITES 

throughout the District and World?   Below you will find two programs the ND LWML 

has recently enrolled in.   We are also looking into LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) Joyful Response but addition-

al paperwork and setting up of accounts is required, so there will be a delay.   

 

In the past months the ND LWML has received funds via Amazon Smile and through Thrivent Choice Dollars.  The 

amounts do not have to be astronomical – remembering when we pool our Mighty Mites together, monumental work gets 

done.   

 

I recently came across the following directions for setting up giving through Thrivent Choice Dollars and Amazon Smile.  

Please take a moment to read through these and get set up – or contact your Thrivent agent to assist you with the Thrivent 

Choice process. Or find a techy person who can do this in the blinking of an eye.   For both funding procedures – you can 

give to many different charitable organizations --- BUT, OF COURSE, we recommend ND LWML.  �    

 

So, go ahead and give this a try!   

 

Thrivent for Lutherans ~ How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Online: 

  1) Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 

 2) Click on “log in” at the top right of your screen and enter your MyThrivent user ID and Password.  (If you haven’t 

      registered on Thrivent.com, click on “register now” to register for full access.) 

 3) Look for your designated Choice Dollars on the right side of the screen. 

 4) Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” in the Thrivent Choice box on your MyThrivent page. 

 5) Search the catalog of organizations to find the organization you want to select, 

 6) Click on “Direct Choice Dollars Now” to direct your designated Choice Dollars to benefit that organization. 

 

By Phone: 

 1) Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, day, “Thrivent Choice.” 

 2) When prompted, say, “Choice Dollars" 

 3) Say or enter your Social Security number. 

 4) Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or press 2 to hear the Thrivent Choice program terms and conditions. 

 5) A representative will then work with you to direct Choice Dollars.   

 

About AmazonSmile 
What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate 
a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from over one million 
organizations to support. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile 
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 
your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases 
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 

Can I change my charity? 
Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your 
newly selected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone 
browser and simply select “Change your Charity” in “Your Account.” 

What charities can I choose from? 
You can choose from over one million eligible 501(c)(3) public charitable organizations. 

What if my selected charity does not register to participate in the AmazonSmile program or becomes ineli-

gible? 
If your selected charity does not register to participate, becomes ineligible, or requests to be removed from the 
program, you will have a chance to select a different charity to receive the accrued donations that have not yet 
been disbursed to your charity. If you do not select a different charity, the accrued donations will be distributed 
to other organizations receiving donations. 

If I represent a charitable organization, how can I learn more about registering my organization for Ama-

zonSmile? 
Go to org.amazon.com to learn how to register your organization to receive donations. 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?  
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & han-
dling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time pro-
motions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional dona-
tions to charitable organizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion 
for complete details. 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by 

you. 
 
Give these options a try.  Get started today.   
Let’s grow those Mighty Mites together! 
 
In Christ,  
Audrey O’Brien,  Financial Secretary 

The following trivia questions were asked at the LWML ND Convention in June in Minot.  If you weren’t 
there, see how many you can correctly answer!  The answers will be in the next edition of The Messenger. 
 
1. The origin of LWML began at a conference in Chicago in (month) ______ of (year) ______. 

2.  North Dakota was with what other state at first?  ___________ 

3.  Can you name the first North Dakota President? __________________    

4.  How many District Presidents have we had so far? _______ 

5. Name one of the first Mission Projects our District had. _____________________ 

6. Where was the 25th Anniversary of LWML celebrated at Convention?  ____________ 

7. Has a Convention ever been cancelled?  ______     

8. Only one Convention has been held out of the United States.  Where? ______________ 

9. What was the other names of ‘The Messenger’ called?  ___________ & _____________ 

10. Name a current District LWML Counselor.  _____________ 

11.  What year was the new name Mission Messenger adopted?  _______________ 

12. When was the 1st Sunday in October designated as LWML Sunday?   ________ 

13. What was the 50th LWML Anniversary Book called?  ____________ 

14. What years were new LWML logos adopted?   __________ & __________    

15. As of the 2017 Nat’l Convention how many Countries have received Mission Grants?  _______   

16. How many Nat’l Presidents from ND?  _________  Can you name them?____________ 

17. As of the Summer Quarterly how many of Nat’l Mission Grants have been paid in full? ______ 
18. How many of our 2016-1018 Mission Grants have been paid?  _______ 
19. Can you name other editors in the past of the ‘Mission Messenger’?  ____________    
20. What is the focus of the Summer Quarterly just received?  ________________                     

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://org.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_org_org
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Fall Retreat Recap 
Forty women from across the District met together at the Chieftain Inn and Conference Center in Carrington, September 
14-16, for the annual LWML Retreat.  Friday evening activities included snacks and a beverage (soda) bar operated by 
district officers of the LWML.  A social time with games and other mixers followed and the evening concluded with     
devotions led by immediate past VP of Christian Life, Mary Harvala. 

Saturday morning began with a breakfast buffet followed by devotions and a Bible study.  Deaconess Amy Rast, Associ-
ate Director of Deaconess Studies at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft Wayne Indiana, spoke under the theme: 
“Vocation Bible School.” Deaconess Rast shared how we as Christian women, with multiple vocations, in today's world 
can use each of these vocations in service to our Lord and Savior.  She used the words of Apostle Paul in Titus 2:11-14 
as her theme verses.  With sessions concluded, the women traveled to Grace Lutheran Church, it was there they meas-
ured, weighed, bagged, sealed and readied for shipment 4,500 Mercy Meals to be shipped overseas.  Another bonus of 
this activity is working side by side with Sisters In Christ to accomplish so much more than you can do on your 
own.  Joining together our work and Mighty Mites can bring joy and the Love of Christ to so many whose bodies are 
hungry for nourishment and whose souls are hungry to hear “The Word”.    

The evening activities included a delicious banquet, the ever popular no-talent variety show including the talents of our 
young women emcee sisters and an appearance by Katie Luther, and an evening devotion. 

The retreat concluded Sunday morning with worship at Grace Lutheran in Carrington. 

A financial ingathering went to Mercy Meals and $162.45 was collected for Mites.  All had an enjoyable faith strengthen-
ing weekend. 
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Assembly of Leaders 

It has been the pattern of the LWML to host a leadership training event every four years.  This year’s Assembly of Lead-
ers, under the theme “Follow the Leader”, will be an effort to present practical leadership ideas, inspiration and hands-on 
activities which will help district leaders to communicate with women and men in their zones and congregations and 
share the enthusiasm they have for the valuable work of the LWML.  
 
The 2018 LWML Assembly of Leaders will be held on November 7-10, 2018 at the Airport Hilton in St. Louis.  Each dis-
trict is invited to send four participants.  Attending from North Dakota are:  District President Valerie Biberdorf, VP of 
Servant Resources Sara Eclipse, 2017 Young Woman Representative Ali Arndt, and Junior Pastoral Counselor Rev. Aa-
ron Hambleton.  Part of the responsibility of attending this training event is to bring the information back and share it with 
our district, zones and congregations.  How will we do this?  As soon as we know, we will share it with you all! Look for 
upcoming ideas! 
 
Please keep these four individuals from our district in your 
prayers as we travel to St. Louis in November.  Also pray for 
all the other districts coming and all of the presenters during 
the training event.  What you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me – practice these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:9) 
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VP of Mission Grants ~ BONNIE KRENZ 
Due to my error the total Mission Grant budget was wrong number in my arti-
cle in the last Messenger.  It was set at $76,750 for the 2018 biennium.  The 
$750 was selected as part of the celebration of the 75

th
 anniversary of the 

LWML.  Please make the correction where ever it has been recorded.  I hope 
that you cut the book mark from the last Messenger and finding it a useful tool.  
The first of the grants will be paid in November so check the web page for the 
most current update of payment. 

You are being offered a wonderful opportunity to reach others with the saving Word of Jesus. Of the 7.6 bil-
lion people living on earth, 31% claim to follow the Christian faith. This means two out of three people do not 
know Jesus! 
 
Our LWML Mission Grants are reaching out to a world in need of the Gospel. 
 
On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Giving Tuesday, November 27, you may donate toward the 2017–2019 
LWML Mission Goal by using LWML Facebook, or at this website, lwml.org/givingtuesday. Your donation 
will be doubled on that day, thanks to the commitment of two generous donors. 
 
Please pray and share this with everyone.  Give others, in your congregations, the opportunity to share in 
this mission, by placing offerings in your large Mite Boxes and donate them online on Giving Tuesday. 
 
(If you are unable to donate online, you may send your contributions to the LWML office at 801 Seminary 
Place Suite L010, St. Louis, MO 63105.) 
 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1: 
8b). 

Bylaws Committee ~ BONNIE KRENZ 
The bylaws approved at convention have be sent to National LWML and approved.  They are now available on the web 

page.   

The major change in the bylaws define an individual member and establish their rights within the District LWML.  An individ-

ual member has a voice at a zone meeting but has no voice as a delegate at the District conference.  They can be elected 

to the Board of Directors.  However, the bylaws state that an elected member of the Board of Directors must have been a 
society, unit, or zone officer.  The only place an individual member can hold one of these offices would be at the zone level.  

Zones please check your bylaws and determine if your bylaws allow an individual member to hold an office.  It is up to each 

zone if they wish to allow individual members to hold an office.  If anyone has a question, please feel free to contact Bonnie 

Krenz. 

http://www.lwml.org/givingtuesday
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VP of Christian Life ~ BETTY MARSCHNER 

Dear LWML Sisters: 

As I am penning these words, we are transitioning from a hot Summer to the cool and colorful 
Fall season.  Leaves are taking on that characteristic bright color we associate before the dull-
est season of all comes around.  Animals are sporting evidence of winter fuzzy coats begin-
ning to grow and some little animals are busy storing acorns and other food for their winter 
larder.  Farmers are still harvesting and will be for a time as yet but all around you see change. 

Life is chock full of transitions and changes.  In our life times we change from a baby to tod-
dler, then to being a school child, a young adult, a parent and grandparent.  As our seasons of 
weather change in this area of four distinct seasons, so does our life change.  In fact all of life 
revolves around change or transition. 

Being able to adjust to change is necessary if we hope to navigate through life. 

As your new VP of Christian Life I will bring change as well.  No two people see and do things exactly alike. 

 I see change as a needful thing in our organization and I hope with the help of our Lord and many LWML Sisters in 
prayer that we can effect a change that will bring new life and energy into our group. 

A little about me in case you have not heard of me before you picked up this newsletter... 

I am a farmer/rancher's wife in central N.D.  I have lived here since a child.  My husband David and I raised a family of 
three children two of which were considered Special Needs children.  Paula, our oldest lives and works in State Govern-
ment in Bismarck.  Our second child, Brian is one I write often about.  He had a hemorrhagic stroke a year ago and re-
sides as a 44 yr. old in a nursing home in Minot.  Our third, Scott is married and farms and ranches with us and his wife 
teaches at MSU in Minot and is a physical therapist.  They have two children Lisa, three years and Connor is 10 
months. 

Along with occasionally baby sitting the two grands, I have recently embarked on my life time ambition.  I love to write 
and you may have noticed some of my articles and Bible studies appearing in our LWML Quarterly.  Writing personal 
things as well as even writing the Bible studies is a daunting task.  It takes much prayer to do this as in doing so it 
leaves one very vulnerable to criticism and much doubt on a personal front which is often Satan discouraging us from 
reaching out with the Gospel message this world so needs. 

I am very much strong on Bible study and as a group I do know we have many resources available if you would like to 
use resources for your group for study.  Try organizing a neighborhood study and invite neighbors outside of our LCMS 
to come.  I have attended a neighborhood one for years and though I am not always in favor of their material as they 
are mostly of the Baptist faith we have done several of ours as well and have been blessed by doing them. 

I can not emphasize enough how important Bible study is to the growth of our faith.  You can not grow in faith without 
being in the Word.  Make it a point to be in attendance whether you have an LWML Bible study or if a study is offered 
on a regular basis on Sundays or week nights.  Your life will be blessed by doing so. 

In closing allow me to use the words of Malachi 3:6 "For I the Lord do not change."  The Lord assures us in this pas-
sage that He never changes.  He continues to condemn sin, but He also extends mercy on us forever.  What a comfort 
in this rapidly changing world.  We have a Savior Who is One we can count on to stay the same through countless gen-
erations. 

Blessings to you in this season of change. 
Betty Marschner 
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Christ’s Care for Children—one of our Mission Grant projects paid in the 

last biennium and also a Mission Grant project for this biennium. 

In August, the students from all “6” Project-24 locations (YES I said 6!) gathered together at 
the newest Project-24 location, Nyambiri, for the building dedication and the Bi-Annual Cate-
chetical Club Competition.  I am forwarding the latest newsletter (August) that tells more 
about it.  With Nyambiri up and running, we now have 190 students in the program, attend-
ing school and most importantly, learning about the love and mercy of Jesus every day!  I 
am also including a picture of all the students with the director of Project-24/Christ’s Care for 
Children: Kenya, John Kissinger in the center!   

October-November-December 2018 



The Messenger is the official publica-

tion of the LWML ND District.  Editor: 

Darci Wolff, 37129—101st St, 

Forbes, ND 58439. 605-358-8671 (h); 

701-535-0420 (c). editor@ndlwml.org 

LWML ND District BOD Meeting: 
            Carrington ~ November 3, 2018 

Eastern Zone Fall Rally @ St. John’s, 
                     Hillsboro ~ November 10, 2018 

MISSION GRANT 
AMOUNT 

BUDGETED 
AMOUNT 

PAID 
BALANCE 

ND District Full-Time Church Worker Scholarships $35,000.00 -0- $35,000.00 

Orphan Grain Train—ND Branch $7,500.00 -0- $7,500.00 

Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya $7,500.00 -0- $7,500.00 

Mercy Meals through Orphan Grain Train $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Operation Barnabas $3,000.00 -0- $3,000.00 

St. Andrews Mission Society Bus Project $2,500.00 -0- $2,500.00 

Main Street Living $10,000.00 -0- $10,000.00 

Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00 

Martin Luther School Scholarship Fund (partial funded) $625.00 -0- $625.00 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Child Care Center (partial funded) $625.00 -0- $625.00 

TOTALS $76,750.00 -0- $76,750.00 

LWML ND District Mission Grants 2018-2020 Biennium 

We’re on the Web!
ndlwml.org 

The LWML North Dakota District is now on Face-

book!  Click the “Like” button at the top of the page 

to become a fan, stay current on news and upcom-

ing events, and share Christian fellowship right 

from your desk.  (www.facebook.com/ND.LWML) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Facebook.svg



