
JULY–AUGUST–SEPTEMBER 2019 “Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2

“PERSEVERANCE”
FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT

September 20–22, 2019
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads, St. John, ND

Come join us for a truly reflective and restorative retreat experience at Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads,
St. John, ND. Enjoy a peace filled time of spiritual growth in the beautiful backdrop of the Turtle Mountains
aglow in gorgeous fall foliage. Renew old friendships and make new friends all while learning what God’s
Word has for us as we persevere through life’s
challenges.

Friday night we will have a campfire with snacks,
S’mores and fireside devotions. On Saturday, our
guest speaker, Donna Pyle, will lead Bible Study
based on her new Bible study entitled
Perseverance: Praying through Life’s Challenges
• • • A Nehemiah Battle Plan and Lutheran Bible
Translator, Becky Grossman, will give a luncheon
talk. There will be an Emmaus Prayer Sister
Walk, time for personal reflection, group
interaction and many outdoor activities all while
being in God’s Word and enjoying His beautiful
creation. 

Inside you will find the registration brochure and
poster to invite others. Cost will be $90 for the
retreat/food. If you desire to lodge at the camp,
please contact Rev. Bonine (information is on the
brochure) otherwise there are several hotels
within a 40-60 mile drive from the retreat.

The Christian Life Committee prays that you will
give this retreat your prayerful consideration and
plan to attend.
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“GROWING SEASON”

As I am writing this article it is late May and we are still in the Easter season.  Soon
we will celebrate Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. The church year is divided into
various seasons. Every season is, of course, focused on our Lord Jesus. For part
of the year we look at Jesus’ life here on earth - his birth, death, resurrection and
ascension. For the other part of the year, the one we are now entering, the church
focuses on our growth in Jesus.
The season of Pentecost stretches from Trinity Sunday (this year on June 16)
through the last Sunday of the church year (this year on November 24). Green
paraments are used on the altar during this season and some have called it the
season of the “green meadow” probably because these Sundays emphasize our 

need to grow and mature as disciples of Jesus. Of
course, we should be growing and maturing in our
love and service to God all the time, but this time
of the year in the church is when it is emphasized.
St. Peter wrote in his second epistle chapter 3
verse 18: But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
LWML provides many, many resources to grow in 
our love and understanding of what Jesus has done
for us. There are many Bible studies, devotional
books and devotions available on the website,
lwml.org. I encourage you to check these out.
Some are available free for downloading. Take
some time to browse around the LWML website. I
am sure you will be surprised at all you find!
Another opportunity to grow closer to our God is
the LWML ND District retreat coming up on
September 20-22, 2019. This year’s retreat has a
change of venue. We will be meeting at
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads, St. John, ND.
Not only will you not want to miss the beauty of
God’s creation at the camp, but you will not want
to miss the speaker, Donna Pyle. Donna is a 
Christian speaker and author who will be sharing 

with us under the theme “Perseverance”, her new
Bible study based on the book of Nehemiah.
Donna was also the Bible study leader at the
LWML convention in Mobile last month. See
elsewhere in this newsletter for the retreat
brochure and registration form. The brochure and
registration will also be available on our LWML
ND District website, ndlwml.org. 
Take the opportunity during this “growing season”
of the church year to grow in your own faith and
love of God. Make it a habit to read a devotion,
begin your day (and/or end it!) by reading God’s
Word, read a devotional book and pray to our
Lord and Savior Jesus. Therefore, as you
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. (Colossians 2:6-7)

Love in Christ is strong and living,
Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving.
May His will in us be done. LSB 706, vs.1

President Valerie

Please pray for guidance as your Nominating Committee is seeking
candidates for President, Treasurer, VP of Human Care, VP of
Communication, VP of Mission Grants, and Jr. Counselor. Members of
this committee include Shirley Hall, Phyllis Lentz, Carmen McBride,
Brenda Preuss, Kay Kreklau, and Chairman Paulette Huber. We have
been emailing bits of information and plan to meet face to face soon to
expedite the process. Our beloved LWML ND belongs to each one of us
and your prayers and ideas of potential nominees are welcomed and
needed!!  Even though a year away, our 2020 Convention planning must
move along quickly as time goes so fast!!



Has your unit or zone done something fun lately? Have you hosted
a hands on activity? Do you have a regularly scheduled get-
together, other than your “normal” LWML meeting? We are looking
for your stories . . . and especially your pictures!! There are many
women out there who would love to glean some of your brilliant
ideas, resources, etc! Send any information that could be included
in “The Messenger” to communication@lwml.org.

The deadline to submit information for the next newsletter is:
 September 1, 2019

Sr. Counselor ~ 
Pastor
David
Suelzle
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“Are You a ‘Son-kissed Lemon’?”
A number of years ago there were some

advertisements on the TV, radio and in many
magazines about Sunkist fruit. The Sunkist Company
prided themselves in the fact that their fruit had that
special touch of the sun which made their fruit the best
fruit around. One of these advertisements read:
“Sunkist lemons turn the trick.” Many people may
disagree with this advertisement. No matter what they
think, lemons still leave a sour taste in their mouths! No
matter how much warmth of the sun you pour out on a
lemon it still doesn’t have much appeal to them. 

However, when I read the words of Psalm 2:12
the Sunkist lemon took on a new meaning for me. It
says: Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish
in the way, for His wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed
are all who take refuge in Him. This verse made me
think about myself as a “Son-kissed lemon.”
Besides the fact that lemons may leave a sour taste
in our mouths, we also refer to lemons in other
negative ways. One example is when we refer to a
car as being “a lemon” because everything seems to
be going wrong with it.

In one sense we are like lemons also because of
our sinfulness. The devil uses the sinful world
around us as kind of a catalyst for our sinful natures.
When we are tempted we may give in to doing
things in our lives which go against God’s Word
because of our sinfulness. Whenever we fall into sin
it also leaves a “sour taste” in the form of a guilty
conscience. So much of the time we see the
“lemon” aspects of our lives—our failures, our
insecurities, our lack of faith, our hatred and
contempt for others and a host of other sins. The
worst part of our lemon-like quality is when it makes
us undesirable to God. Isaiah 59:2 says: Your
iniquities have made a separation between 

you and your God, and your sins have hidden His
face from you so that He does not hear. It’s kind of
like “leaving a sour taste in God’s mouth.”

This is why it is so important for you to “kiss the
Son” as the psalm says. Jesus came into a world full
of lemons—sinners— and loved you so much that
He died for your sins! Romans 5:8 says that the
action of this Son was God’s love directed toward us
sinners—God shows His love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. It was this
action of Jesus that has brought you into a loving,
peaceful, pleasing relationship with God—not a
relationship where God is turned away from you in
His wrath.

It is this work of Jesus for you—His having
“kissed” you with His grace—which moves you to
“kiss the Son” by taking refuge in Jesus. When you
see those lemon-like qualities showing forth in your
life in sin, the Holy Spirit moves you to “kiss the
Son” by partaking of His means of grace to receive
His forgiveness anew. Under this forgiveness of
God in Jesus Christ, His Son, you experience His
blessing and can live a new life as God’s own “Son-
kissed lemon!” In Christ,         

Pastor Suelzle

mailto:communication@lwml.org.


VP of Mission
Grants ~ 

Bonnie Krenz

Applications needed for
LWML ND District

2020-2022 Mission Grants 
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Do you know of an organization who could benefit from the prayers and mites of the North Dakota LWML?
As of May 15 the Mission Grant Committee has received zero grant proposals. There is not much time left
to apply, and the LWML ND District Mission Grants Committee is eagerly awaiting your grant application
for the next biennium. Applications are due by Sept. 30, 2019 and available at www.ndlwml.org.
 We are looking for recipients who are Lutheran Church Missouri Synod entities or who have Recognized
Service Organization Status with the LCMS. 
 Our bylaws state: Ministries seeking funding should:

(1) be mission in emphasis, extending the ministry of the Word;
(2) fit into the plans and projections of the LCMS;
(3) be current and ready for implementation;
(4) be on-going in nature, continuing after the grant money has been expended. 

 I would love to help anyone who has an idea for a mission grant request. Please contact Bonnie Krenz,
Vice President of Mission Grants at missiongrants@ndlwml.org if you need help.

MISSION GRANT
AMOUNT

BUDGETED
AMOUNT

PAID
BALANCE

ND District Full-Time Church Worker Scholarships $35,000.00 $21,000.00 $14,000.00

Orphan Grain Train—ND Branch $7,500.00 $7,500.00 -0-

Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya $7,500.00 $7,500.00 -0-

Mercy Meals through Orphan Grain Train $5,000.00 $5,000.00 -0-

Operation Barnabas $3,000.00 $3,000.00 -0-

St. Andrews Mission Society Bus Project $2,500.00 -0- $2,500.00

Main Street Living $10,000.00 -0- $10,000.00

Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch $5,000.00 -0- $5,000.00

Martin Luther School Scholarship Fund (partial funded) $625.00 -0- $625.00

Immanuel Lutheran Church Child Care Center (partial funded) $625.00 -0- $625.00

Totals $76,750.00 $44,000.00 $32,750.00
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Offerings Given and Received
(The following were collected during the convention.
Because offerings are still being received via mail,
these are the unofficial totals.)

Convention Offering #1 – 
LWML Mission Goal 2019–2012:  $43,798.00

Convention Offering #2 – 
Medical Mission Teams: $12,361.30

Expanding the Disability Ministry in the Dominican
Republic: $12,361.30

Convention Offering #3 – 
James Storehouse Louisiana: $15,076.45

Spiritual Care for Unaccompanied Refugee
Children: $15,076.45

Convention Offering #4 – 
LCMS Disaster Response/Community Relief:

$33,581.58
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2019 Convention recap:



Newly elected
National LWML

President,
Debbie Larson

and former
LWML ND

President Dottie
Sincebaugh

post convention
celebratory hug

ND delegate
Tami Ulland,

former National
LWML President

Kay Kreklau,
current LWML ND

president
Valerie Biberdorf,

ND Zone President
from Bismarck

Joyce Voss
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Our Delegation:



View to the SW outside the
Mobile Convention Center

Incoming President Debbie
Larson is pinned by outgoing
President Patti Ross on Sunday
morning.

View to the SE outside the
Mobile Convention Center

Inside the convention hall was
plenty cool. It didn’t take long to
warm up outside when needed!

Rev. Aaron Hambleton - LWML
ND Jr Counselor and LWML ND
- American Airlines Liaison

Moving over 3,000 in and out of
the convention hall took a bit of
time and patience.
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2018-2020 District Officers & Zone Presidents






