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LWML Convention §Des Moines, IA § June 25-28, 2015  
Theme: "Bountiful! Sow Å Nourish Å Reap" 
Scripture Verse: And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8 
NIV)  
Worship Leaders: Rev. Gregory Seltz, speaker of The 
Lutheran HourÈ radio program, is the proclaimer for the 
Thursday opening worship service. Ì Rev. Keith Piotter, pas-
tor of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Bettendorf, IA, is the 
proclaimer for the Sunday worship service. 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. James Lamb, Executive Direc-
tor of National Lutherans For Life. 
Song Leader: Dr. Dina Vendetti grew up in the Lutheran 
school system and has been serving Lutheran schools for 
over 30 years. 
Humorous Interrupter: Jan Struck is retired from her ca-
reer as a trainer/consultant in the field of  healthcare technol-
ogy and feels blessed to serve the Lord as a speaker, leading 
Bible studies, workshops, and womenôs retreats throughout 
the United States and Canada. 
Mites in Action Speakers: Carly Hatcher, Executive Di-
rector of Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST) Minis-
tries, oversees the operation of its programs and services and 
serves as a Team Leader, taking short term teams to interna-
tional mission fields several times a year. Tim Hetzner serves 
as President of Lutheran Church Charities, of which K-9 Com-
fort Dogs is a ministry. Rev. Dr. Tilahun Mekonnen Mendedo, 
seventh president of Concordia College, AL, has served in 
the church as an evangelist, youth leader, elder, Bible School 
teacher, project director, and as curriculum advisor and 
school administrator for the Theological Training Centers in 
Ethiopia. Ì Rev. Jim Rivett, a Southern Illinois District Prison 
Ministry Coordinator, continues as a part-time chaplain at the 
Veterans Hospital, Marion, IL. 
Luncheon Speakers: Gary Thies, Director of 
Mission Central in Mapleton, IA. Ì Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harri-
son, president of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod 
(LCMS). 
Registration: Go to www.lwml.org to register for convention 
and find out many more details. 
Servant Connections: Braille Books of the Bible, Communi-

cation Station Cards of Encouragement, Fleece Blankets, 
Package Meals for Kids Against Hunger, Making Lap Robes, 
Prison Ministry of Marking Bibles, Plastic Bag Mats, Pillow 
Case Dresses, Quilts, and Gospel Bracelets.  There will be an 
opportunity for Blood Donation. 
Mission in Motion/Mission Pledge Walk: Join the many con-
vention attendees wearing yellow shirts as you exercise and 
support mission grants by participating in Mission in Motion 
along the beautiful banks of the Des Moines River. 
Gifts From the Heart: Crayola regular markers; Tempera 
Paint; School Paint Brushes; Crayons, Colored Pencils; Glue or 
Glue Sticks; Pony Beads and Laces; School Kits; Hygiene Kits.  
The following items may be handmade: Quilts; Hot neck wraps 
(wraps filled with rice to be heated in microwave);  
Shawls; Undershirts (sleeveless); Decorative pillows (to clutch, 
prop up, and brighten the room); Scarves (useful for those 
whose clothes do not fit due to weight loss). 
LWML Will Live Stream Convention: Once again, everyone 
across the nation will be able to join in the worship services and 
programing of the 36th Biennial Lutheran Womenôs Missionary 
League (LWML) Convention to be held June 25-28, 2015, in 
Des Moines, IA. LWML will offer high quality, real-time video 
streaming of all events taking place in the main convention hall. 
Those not able to travel to Des Moines will be able to partici-
pate via their own computer, tablet or smartphone, and even 
display it on a large screen television in their church or home. 
Hotel Rooms Still Available: Rooms are filling up and rumors 
have circulated that all hotels are full. This is not true! Extra 
hotel blocks have been added to the LWML list and, while 
these are not shown in the 2014 winter issue of the Lutheran 
Womanôs Quarterly, many rooms are still available. Find addi-
tional hotel information on the LWML website.at 
www.lwml.org.  When making your reservation, identify yourself 
as desiring to make a reservation for the Lutheran Womenôs 
Missionary League Convention in Des Moines in June. Ask for 
the LWML block of rooms and the LWML rate.  

 

President Paulette is excited about all 
of our delegates and YWRôs representing ND! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A8&version=NIV
http://www.lwml.org/convention#hotel


So you are all ñponderingò 

already...how is she go-

ing to pull this one off, 

ñtyingò the scarf  together 

with LWML and Godôs 

Word!!  Well, give me a 

chance...letôs beginé 

The winter scarf made 

of wool or knit material, sewed, knitted, or 

crocheted, used with coats and clothes 

shield from our North Dakota bitter cold 

temperatures.  The stylish infinity scarf 

in many beautiful patterns, colors, and 

textures, encircles our blouses, sweaters, 

and coats, helping to also shield us from 

the upcoming cool spring and summer 

nights along with the winter we have left 

behind us!  In other words, whatever the 

use it shields and decorates our neck and 

breastplate area of our body. 

1 Thessalonians 5:8 says, ñbut since we 

belong to the day, let us be sober, having 

put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet, (another ñpondering), the 

hope of salvation.ò  Ephesians 6:14, 16 

states, ñStand thereforeé.having put on 

the breastplate of righteousness.  In all 

circumstances take up the shield of faith, 

with which you can extinguish the flaming 

darts of the evil one.ò Like our scarf , our 

faith in Christ shields us from the devil, the 

world, and our sinful flesh! And like the 

beauty of our scarves , our life in Christ 

reflects His glory, beauty, and holiness.  

Just this morning in our weekly early morn-

ing womenôs breakfast Bible study, we were 

reflecting on the last chapter of our study, 

ñStepping Out to a Life on the Edgeò by Deb 

Burma (our Fall Retreat presenter!) Looking 

at 2 Corinthians 3:18, we discussed how we 

are being transformed in his image, ñAnd 

we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 

the same image from one degree of glory to 

another.  For this comes from the Lord who 

is the Spirit.ò We who believe are made 

partakers of this glory by being transformed 

into the likeness of Christ in our sanctified 

life! 

According to a new spring fashion tip, belt 

(another ñponderingò) your longer scarf 

after putting it around your neck, letting 

each end hang vertically in front. Speaking 

of new, we also have many references in 

scripture about our ñnewnessò in Christ.  

ñYou will be called by a new nameòé.òHe 

(the Christian) is a new creation; the old 

has gone.ò ñSing to the Lord a new song.ò 

ñYou will be called by a new name.ò This is 

just to name a few! References! And did 

you know that the LWML store has a new 

brightly colored scarf that you can 

buy when you get to the Des Moines con-

vention, purchase online or at another 

LWML event?! 

Today, I am rejoicing with you, my sisters 

and brothers, that our national LWML Mite 

Goal has been met! Many need to be 

clothed, wrapped, and shielded with all of 

the faith armor of our mighty and glorious 

Lord an Savior. Now, we can finish sending 

all of the resources to each mission grant 

that was voted in last biennium and prepare 

for the new grants that will be voted in by 

our delegates and others soon! 

And so, my sisters in Christ, wear your 

scarves as you go out in faith, clothed 

with the splendor and majesty of the Lord, 

knowing that your scarf and your faith will 

shield you!  Finally, the ñtime is nowò to put 

on your scarf and ñServe the Lord with 

Gladness!ò           President Paulette  
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LWML ND DISTRICT PRAYER CHAIN 
President Paulette sent out these prayer requests she received via Email, for November 2014ðJanuary 2015: 
À Prayers for the women and babies that are clients of FirstChoice Clinic in Bismarck 
À Prayers for Rhonda Hoge and her family at the death of her father. 
À Prayers for Bev Dragerôs son, Chris, dealing with an intestinal virus. 
À Prayers for Sue Corwinôs brother-in-law, Larry, hospitalized with pneumonia and also suffered a heart attack.  
   Also for Sueôs sister Deb, Larryôs wife, hospitalized with a bowel obstruction. 
À Prayers for Marlene Brandenburg who was hospitalized. 
À Prayers of thanksgiving and rejoicing that the National Mite Goal was met and exceeded! 
À Prayers for Ruth Klemz to receive enough funding for her new service dog. 
À Continued prayers for Samuel Judson, infant son of Pastor James and Kira Judson. (see last issue) 
À Continued prayers for Maggie Karner, who was diagnosed with terminal cancer. (see 
last issue) 
 
If you would like to be on the district prayer chain Email list, Email President 
Paulette at huber529@msn.com and ask her to add your Email to the list. 



Dear Friends, 
   In light of some conversations with 
friends from my younger years, I have been 
pondering lately what the word ñloveò really 
means.  It seems that in our world today, 
the common understanding of love is ex-
treme ñtoleranceò.  To show love is to toler-
ate the things another person is doing, no 
matter what the thing is, or whether it is 
ñgoodò or not.  
   We see this in a variety of issues today.  
We have talked about abortion, with many 

people tolerating it in the name of ñlovingò women.  I have even had 
a conversation with a friend in the last month who said it was more 
loving to abort a baby than to let it live in poverty.  
   However, even besides the logical fallacy this argument presents, 
this is not really love.  Real love doesnôt just ñlive and let dieò, but 
has genuine concern for what happens in a personôs life.   
Think of parents who love their children.  When a child wants to go 
to a party, the parent asks for details out of love.  ñWho will be 
there?  What time will you return?  Will there be a chaperone?ò  
These questions are asked out of love, because the parent doesnôt 
want the child to end up in a bad situation.  Or think of a parent 
whose child uses drugs or who has a toddler that runs into the 
street.  A loving parent does everything in their power to stop these 
events from happening to their child, to keep them safe.  
    This is the same way Christian love works.  We as the church ask 
questions about what is happening in a personôs life and show true 
concern for a person, even when it is not popular.  We canôt, and 
wonôt, just let people assume their actions are ok when it is not in 
their best interest in the long term, or when it goes against Godôs 
Word. We love them too much to let others continue in their sin and 
destructive habits.   As St. Paul writes in his famous passage, ñlove 
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.ò (1 Corin-
thians 13:6) 
    So when a person falls into a sinful action, we in the church are to 
show love ï true love.  This means we donôt just stand by while sin-
ful actions go on.  It means we canôt say ñItôs ok, they were born that 
way and they canôt help itò.   That answer cannot excuse true love.  
    When we stand up and say something, we show real love.  
ñAbortion is killing a baby, no matter how you justify it.ò  ñGodôs 
Word proclaims the truth: it is not ok to live together outside mar-
riage.ò  ñScripture is clear: homosexuality is a sin.ò  ñGod wants 
more for your life than for you to drown in a bottle of liquor.ò   As we 
say these often unpopular things, we actually show love behind 

District Counselorõs Corner...Rev. Adam Moline, Jr. Counselor 
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them.   
    The way we say these things is important too.  If we were to say 
these things harshly and derogatorily, they are not said with love.  We 
must speak these truths in such a loving way as to not lose our plat-
form to speak to the person.  We have all had a discussion in which 
the other person got so angry at us that we no longer spoke to them 
at all.  We should strive to avoid this, all while understanding that we 
cannot control how the other person responds to our words of love. 
    Love is not always easy.  Sometimes it is not popular.  Sometimes 
it hurts us immensely to do the loving thing, to tell our loved ones 
what is best for them.  Yet, that is the very message of Christianity.   
    For this is love, ñnot that we have loved God but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.ò (1 John 4:10).  
Christ came and died for all our sins.  He takes away guilt for each of 
those sins above, and for countless more that you deal with.  He did 
this all by His own death on the cross, which we celebrate in only a 
few short days.   
    So, dear friends, what do we say to these things?  St. Paul tells us 
in Romans, ñAre we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  Do you not know 
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death?  We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.ò 
    ñFor if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall 
certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.  We know 
that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved 
to sin.  For one who has died has been set free from sin.  Now if we 
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.  We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him.  For the death He died 
He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God.  So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.ò   
    We are forgiven, and so cannot continue in our sin any longer.  We 
no longer can ñlive and let liveò.  Instead, let us leave our sin behind, 
and dwell in the love that Christ gives to us.  Itôs a cross-defined love 
that shows real concern about us and what goes on in our lives.   

So in conclusion, I would encourage you to show true love to 
those around you.  Itôs a love that forgives wrongs, even while we 
admit that they are wrong.  Itôs a love that does not begin with us at 
all, but begins with the grace and mercy earned on the cross of 
Christ.  That is true love.   

In Christ,  Pastor Moline 

LWML ND District Mission Grant Applications  

The Time is Now to find applicants for our 2016 LWML North Dakota Convention! We seek recipients who are Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod entities or who have Recognized Service Organizations with the LCMS.  Our bylaws state ñMission 
grant proposals shall be submitted in resolution form to the Vice President of Mission Grants at least six (6) months prior to 
the District convention. Proposals may be submitted by LWML members, societies, units, zones and 
LCMS Boards.ò (Bylaws Article XV, Section1)  
 

Mission Grants must also: 

¶ Be mission in emphasis, extending the ministry of the Word; 

¶ Fit into the plans and projections of the LCMS; 

¶ Be current and ready for implementation; 

¶ Be on-going in nature, continuing after the grant money has been expended. 
 

The grant proposals for our upcoming convention in Jamestown must be submitted by September 30, 2015 to the Vice  
President of Mission Grants, Nikki Tyrrell.  For more information or an application go to www.ndlwml.org. 
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NORTHWEST ZONE 2015 SPRING RALLY:  April 18, 2015 at St. Paulôs Lutheran in Minot with Our Saviorôs, Bot-
tineau hosting.  The theme was ñGod Never Forsakes Usò.  The speaker was Kersten Frantsvog from the Alzheimerôs As-
sociation. 
 
NORTHWEST ZONE 2015 FALL RALLY:  October 24, 2015 at St. Markôs Lutheran in Minot with Trinity, Tolley host-
ing.  The speaker will be LWML National President Kay Kreklau. 
 
SOUTHWEST ZONE:  Attended the Human Trafficking event in Mandan as our Spring Rally.  It was s sobering 
event, but we are now better equipped to help serve a hurting population that is, quite literally, in our backyard. The Fall 
rally will be hosted by the ladies of Zion in Bismarck with the date still to be determined. 
 
POTLUCK PICNIC:  The Holy Cross, Bismarck LWML will be hosting a potluck picnic on June 9th at 6:00 p.m.  
Nigerian Missionary Charles Wokoma will be presenting and women from all societies are invited to attend to hear about 
how the Gospel is being spread in Nigeria.  For more information, contact Pam Thompson, 701-426-7657. 
 
SOUTHEAST ZONE 2015 FALL RALLY:  Will be held at Holy Cross, Lidgerwood with the date still to be decided. 

ZONE HAPPENINGS  

The LWML North Dakota District Special Gifts 

and Bequests fund was set up to receive gifts and 

bequests of $100.00 or more.  The funds are to 

be used for the mission and ministry of the LWML 

ND District. 

Special gifts received are deposited into the 

LCMS Foundation located in St. Louis.  Bequests 

are received from those that have designated the 

LWML as a recipient of the funds and then de-

posited into the foundation when received. 

When memorials or gifts given in honor of some-

one are received in the LWML ND District, 20% of 

those funds are sent to the foundation. 

The funds from the foundation may be used for 

special projects in the district by the recommen-

dation of the Gifts and Bequests committee and 

approved by the LWML ND District Board of Di-

rectors. 

The Gifts and Bequests committee consists of the 

District Financial Secretary, District Treasurer, a 

chairman and a member-at-large.  The District 

LWML President appoints the chairman and 

member-at-large with approval from the Board of 

Directors.  One of the District Pastoral Counselors 

also serves as a member of this committee. 
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JOY CARDS 
Memorials & Honorariums                
JanuaryðMarch 2015 

 THANK YOU to everyone who has sent in money for 

memorials or honorariums.  To the right is a list of those 

received from January through March 2015. 

 

 

 

President  
Paulette Huber § 701-225-3205 
1447  1st St S 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
huber529@msn.com 
 
VP Mission Grants 
Nikki Tyrrell § 701-974-3959 
9290 ï34th St SW, Taylor, ND 
58656 
tyrrells@ndsupernet.com 
 
VP Christian Life 
Valerie Biberdoft § 701-652-2008 
25 Main St, Carrington, ND 58421 
vbiberdorf@live.com 
 
VP Human Care 
Chantel Zeller § 701-483-9122 
1014 ï2nd Ave E, Dickinson, ND 
58601 
zeller4@live.com 
 
VP Servant Resources 
Laurie Ann Totenhagen  
701-678-2057 
8028ð123rd Ave SE 
Stirum, ND  58069 
dlatoten@drtel.net 
 
VP Communication 
Delores Pavicic § 701-232-8047 
1720ð10th St S 
Fargo, ND  58103 
dhpavic@hotmail.com 
 
Recording Secretary 
Renee Johnson § 701-263-1270 
430ð12th St NW, Minot, ND 58703 
reneej75@srt.com 

Financial Secretary 
Myrna Baneck§ 701-226-3059 
1108ð3rd Ave NE, 
Mandan, ND 58554 
jmbaneck@bis.midco.net 
 
Treasurer 
Avonne Gessner § 701-228-5102 
504 Jay St, Bottineau, ND 58318 
hgogt@srt.com 
 
Sr. Counselor 
Rev. Tim Jenks § 701-258-6438 
517 E Turnpike, Bismarck, ND 
58501 
bethelbismarck@hotmail.com 
 
Jr. Counselor 
Rev. Adam Moline 
701-242-7189 
PO Box 440 
Hankinson, ND 58041 
molineadam@gmail.com 
 
Bylaws Committee Chairman 
Karen Puffe § 701-883-5792 
207 ï2nd St SE, LaMoure, ND 
58458 
tkpuffe@drtel.net 
 
Historian 
Nikki Rahlf § 701-769-2306 
271 Grove St, Sutton, ND 58484 
bnrahlf@ictc.com 
 
Parliamentarian 
Bonnie Krenz § 701-769-2173 
9920 Main St, Binford, ND 58416 
dakrenz@ictc.com 
 

Nominating Comm. Chairman 
Karen Lougheed § 701-234-
0803 
2117ð11th St S, Fargo, ND 
58103 
bklougheed@msn.com 
 
Gifts & Bequests Chairman 
Sue Corwin § 701-252-5635 
1811 ï6th Ave SE #12 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
scorwin@csicable.net 
 
LWML Store 
Karen Lougheed § 701-234-
0803 
2117 ï11th St S, Fargo, ND 
58103 
bklougheed@msn.com 
 
News Editor/PR 
Darci Wolff § 605-535-8671 
37129 ï101st St, Forbes, ND 
58439 
editor@ndlwml.org 
 
Webmaster 
Marie Johnson § 701-748-2025 
922 Elbowoods Dr, Hazen, ND 
58545 
webmastermarie@gmail.com 
 
Meeting Coordinator 
Renee Johnson § 701-263-1270 
430 ï12th St NW, Minot, ND 
58703 
reneej75@srt.com 
 
 
 
 

Convention Manager 
Rhonda Hoge § 701-306-5380 
3497ð50th St S 
Fargo, ND 58104 
hogegolf@cableone.net 
 
Central Zone President 
Karen Puffe § 701-883-5792 
207ð2nd St SE, 
Lamoure, ND 58458 
tkpuffe@drtel.net 
 
Eastern Zone President 
Bonnie Kittelson § 701-541-1257 
1216ð8th St N, Fargo, ND 58102 
bonnbb@hotmail.com 
 
NE Zone President 
Marlene Boettger § 701-265-8489 
9189ð155th Ave NE, 
Hamilton, ND 58238 
cboe@polarcomm.com 
 
NW Zone President 
Shirley Hall § 701-272-6314 
8625 ï11th Ave NW, Newburg, ND 
58762 
mshall@srt.com 
 
SE Zone President 
Mary Lueck § 701-538-7408 
PO Box 411, Lidgerwood, ND 
58053 
gmlueck@wah.midco.net 
 
SW Zone President 
Pam Thompson § 701-426-4877 
928 Arthur Dr., Bismarck, ND 58501 
dakotapam@gmail.com 

Harold Trittin (2) 

Howard Grumbo 

Ina Schlichtmann 

 

from Zion, Bismarck...no name designated ATTENTION 

TREASURERS: 

MITES 

should be sent to:   

LWML ND Financial Secretary 

Myrna Baneck 

1108ð3rd Ave NE 

Mandan, ND  58554 
 

mailto:reneej75@srt.com
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WANTED:  Willing Servants 
ñWe have different gifts, according to the grace given to each 
of us.ò  Romans 12:6a 
 
Although it is more than a year until we will meet in conven-
tion in the North Dakota District, much preparation, prayer, 
and planning is necessary to make the convention successful. 
As your Nominating Committee, we have been elected to re-
cruit willing servants to fill positions that will become available 
next biennium. 
 
Have you thought about using your talents to serve your Lord 
through a position with the LWML North Dakota District? Per-
haps you have convinced yourself at one time or another that 
you donôt have the skills required to serve in a position of 
leadership.  You are not alone! Remember Moses? In Exodus 
4, Moses asks the Lord to choose someone more appropriate 
to lead His people? Yet, the Lord chose Moses, and even 
today, the Lord continues to choose each leader for His own 
purpose.  All we ask is that you humbly and prayerfully con-
sider allowing your name to be placed on the ballot for one of 
the following positions: 

    § President (currently serving: Paulette Huber) 

    § Treasurer (currently serving: Avonne Gessner) 

    § Vice President of Human Care (currently serving:  
        Chantel Zeller) 

    § Vice President of Mission Grants: (currently  
        serving: Nikki Tyrrell) 

    § Vice President of Communication (currently  
        serving: Delores Pavicic) 

    § Nominating Committee (currently serving: see  
        below) 
All of the offices are a four-year term, except for the Nomi-
nating Committee, which are two-year terms.  Feel free to 
contact any of the individuals currently serving in these posi-
tions to learn more about their duties. 
 
We are also looking for candidates for Pastoral Counselor. 
We would appreciate hearing from you! Is there a pastor in 
your congregation or zone who you think would be a great 
leader for our District? Let us know his name! 
 
As we move toward the 2016 Convention, we pray you will 
allow the Lord to use you and your talents in His magnificent 
way. If you are moved to submit your name for an office, 
please feel free to contact your Zone representative listed 
below. Bless you as you continue to serve Him with glad-
ness! 
 
Your 2014-2016 Nominating Committee, 
Karen Lougheed, Chairman, Fargo, Eastern Zone 
(bklougheed@msn.com) 
Carmen Larson, Jamestown, Central Zone 
(kclarson@daktel.com) 
Rita Kaeding, Devils Lake, NE Zone 
(ritakaeding@hotmail.com) 
Kathy Huettl, Max, NW Zone (wkjh@restel.net) 
Lori Rattei, Wahpeton, SE Zone (lsr58@hotmail.com) 
Pam Thompson, Bismarck, SW Zone 
(dakotapam@gmail.com) 

If you have not done so already, 
please send your completed 
Unit Information Sheet and 
Quarterly payment to: 

 
Myrna Baneck, Fin Sec 
1108ð3rd Ave NE 
Mandan, ND  58554 

 
Watch for your Annual Mite 
Statements coming in April.  
Please check the information on 
the statement to make sure that 
it correctly reflects your unitôs 
mite contributions for the year. 

ñThen the righteous will answer 
Him, saying, óLord when did we 
see You hungry and feed You, 
or thirsty and give You 

drink?ô...And the King will answer them, óTruly 
I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brothers, you did it to Me.ôò  Matthew 
25:37, 40 (ESV) 
   On behalf of the Concordia theological Sem-
inary community of students, I thank you for 
your recent contribution. Through this gift, the 
Lord bestows support on those He is prepar-
ing to serve His people in Word and Sacra-
ment ministries throughout the world. Thanks 
be to God that he would bless His Church 
through you. Your direct support to our Co-op 
helps us prepare pastors, deaconesses, and 
missionaries who will proclaim the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in all the world. 
   Again, thank you, and we pray that God 
would continue to bless the labors of your 
hands and use you as His instrument whereby 
He blesses others. 
In the service of our Lord Jesus Christ,                       
Rev. Thomas Zimmerman, Dean of Students       
Gift: $5,000 Student Food Co-op  
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Human Trafficking Luncheon....a Success! 
ñLet us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

needò (Hebrews 4:16) was the theme of our district-wide ñMercy, 

Witness, Life Together Eventò held Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 

the Baymont Inn Conference Center in Mandan. The event was 

hosted by the LCMS and LWML North Dakota.  Nearly 100 men 

and women from around the district were welcomed by LWML 

ND President Paulette Huber.  

LCMS North Dakota District Pres. Rev. Dr. James Baneck led the 

Bible study, reminding us that we are all Godôs children, that Je-

sus freed us from the slavery of sin, that God cares for all his 

people and hears our every cry for help. God calls us to reach 

out with His message of love and forgiveness for all.  

LWML ND VP of Human Care, Chantel Zellers, introduced Bekah 

Grimm, a licensed social worker in Minneapolis doing her mas-

terôs degree internship at the Battered Womenôs Justice Project.  

She explained the seriousness of human trafficking throughout 

the world and in North Dakota, noting that 12-14 is the average 

entry age of this abduction or coercion into human slavery and, 

oftentimes, there is no way to escape.  Bekahôs mission is to stop 

human trafficking, and she will continue her lifeôs work to accom-

plish that goal.  

After a wonderful meal, LWML ND VP of Mission Grants and 

chairman of the luncheon event, Nikki Tyrrell, introduced Dawnya 

Underwood from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. 

Dawnya spoke about her work with thousands of undocumented 

children that are brought to United Statesô borders every day. 

She encouraged our churches to be a place of welcome to all, 

have vigils and prayer gatherings, have Bible studies on the top-

ic, set up a safe haven or shelter, and hold ñOne Stop Shopò 

nights where victims who have escaped can learn whatôs availa-

ble in the community to help them. 

 North Dakota Senator Dick Dever spoke about current legislation 

to be voted on soonðproviding $1.25 million for shelters and 

help for victims here in North Dakota. 

Attendees were separated into three breakout sessions to brain-

storm and hear more ideas of what we as Christians and Godôs 

church can do to stop human trafficking and to help the victims. 

More information can be found at breakingfree.org, lirs.org/act, 

acf.hhs.gov/trafficking, 4herND.org and Godôs Child Project. The 

National Trafficking Hotline is 888-373-7888. 

A collection of $600 in gas and gift cards was received to be giv-

en to pastors in the oil patch, who will distribute to those in need. 

A free-will offering of over $245 was received to be donated to 

mites. Karen Lougheed and Karen Puffe staffed the LWML store 

and Mary Ann Anderson was at the Lutherans for Life booth. 

Please keep all involved in human trafficking in your prayers! 


